
 
 

About Us 

Our Mission 
The California School-Based Health Alliance is the nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the 
health and academic success of children and youth by advancing school-based health care. 
 

We are working toward a future when all students have access to the health services they need to be 
successful in school.  School-based health care includes programs such as school nurses, comprehensive 
school-based health centers (SBHCs), mental health care services, and dental programs.   
 

In California, more than 265,000 children grades K-12 attend a school that has a health center, and 
many more have access to other types of school-based health care services.  This is an important start, 
but many more school-based health centers are needed, particularly in underserved communities.  
 

Our Goals 
Healthy Children. Too many children come to school every 
day suffering from conditions that seriously impact their 
ability to learn and succeed.   
 
Successful Students.  Healthy students miss fewer classes, 
are less likely to drop out, and have a better chance of 
success in school and beyond. 
 
Equity & Access.  School-based health centers offer services 
in a place that is familiar, trusted, age-appropriate and 
convenient for all students and families – in school. 
 

Our Work  
• Advocating for public policies that make school-based health care an integral part of 

the health and education systems. 
• Helping schools and communities start school-based health care programs. 
• Ensuring high-quality school-based health care through conferences, trainings, and 

technical assistance. 
• Raising the visibility of school-based health care so it is valued by policymakers, 

educators, community leaders, parents, and students. 
 

Our Organization 
We are based in Oakland and have field staff in Fresno. We are supported by private foundations, 
individual and organization memberships, and donations.  
 
Learn more and join us at www.schoolhealthcenters.org.  
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Our Leadership & Supporters 
Funders 
Anthem Foundation, Blue Shield of California Foundation; Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids; The California Endowment; The 
California Wellness Foundation; Fresno Regional Foundation; Kaiser Permanente; The San Francisco Foundation; School-
Based Health Alliance;  S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation;  and individual and organizational donations and memberships. 
 

Our Leadership 
Executive Director Judy Appel, JD, MCP 

 
Board of Directors 
President   Barbara Kronick, LCSW, Director of Student Support and Health Services (Retired), 

Sacramento Unified School District 
 

Vice President  Jan Marquard, MPH, Director and Advocacy for School Health Services, Northeast 
Valley Health Corporation.  
 

Treasurer    Dexter Webster, MBA, CEO/Founder, dTc Advisory Services 
 
Board Members 
Tahira Cunningham, MPH 
 
Cecilia Echeverria, MPP, MPH, Senior Director of 
Public Policy, Strategy & Operations, Kaiser 
Permanente Institute for Health Policy 
 
Robert Frausto, MA 
Superintendent, Kerman Unified School District 
 
Todd Gower, MBA, Advisory Practice, Healthcare 
Sector, Ernst & Young LLP 
 
Michael Lujan, Co-Founder and Chief Strategy Officer, 
Limelight Health  
 
Bertrand Perdomo-Ucles, Manager, Family & 
Community Engagement, Partnership for Los Angeles 
Schools 
 
Sergio J. Morales, MPA 
Director of Sexual + Reproductive Health Programs, 
Essential Access Health 
 
Kimberly Uyeda, MD, Director of Student Medical 
Services, Los Angeles Unified School District 
 
Heather West, Director of Community Health & 
Wellness, Kern Medical 
 
Kimball Wilkins, PhD, Senior Director, Market 
Strategy, Blue Shield of California 

Staff 
Molly Baldridge, MPH, Program Director 
 
Lourdes Bernal, Communications Program 
Assistant 
 
Lisa Eisenberg, MPP, MSW, Policy Director 
 
Stephanie Guinosso, PhD, Project Director 
 
Alex Medina, Communications Manager 
 
Salina Mendoza, MS, Project Director 
 
Amy Ranger, Director of Programs 
 
Israel Rodriguez Rubio, Program 
Coordinator 
 
Maria Salzano, Director of Operations 
 
Claudia Sandoval, MPH, CHES, Project 
Coordinator 
 
Elaine Segura, Office Manager 
 
Dawn Valadez, Development Director 
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